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Description:
This study provides an initial examination of the potential of open, distance and flexible
learning (ODFL) to mitigate the affects of HIV and AIDS on young people, through an
examination of experiences from Mozambique and South Africa. It analyses national AIDS
policy and identifies major ODFL initiatives to translate this policy into practice. It explores the
learning needs and favourite ways of learning of young people affected by HIV and AIDS, and
suggests ways for ODFL to support and extend the work of existing infrastructures. The
central argument in this monograph is that to confront AIDS, and to meet Millennium
Development Goals in high HIV prevalence countries, governments must move beyond
current efforts to accelerate conventional responses. They must grasp the opportunity to
transform the education system, to deliver education more flexibly and to empower young
people to participate in moving their communities towards the post-AIDS era. To do this, the
full and strategic support of the entire education community, including those with expertise in
planning and programming for ODFL, will need to be harnessed.
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