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Description:
We examined the association between HIV infection and educational attainment level among
a population of 34,512 voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) clients in Ethiopia, using client
data from the Family Guidance Association of Ethiopia (FGAE). Overall, more than 50 percent
of the VCT clients report at least secondary level educational attainment, and HIV prevalence
is 8.5 percent for men and 14.3 percent for women. HIV prevalence decreases significantly
with each increase in education level for both men and women, and this association persists
at secondary and higher education levels in the multivariate model. Male and female VCT
clients with more than secondary level education are 58 percent and 66 percent (respectively)
less likely to be HIV-positive than those with no education. HIV prevention and treatment
interventions in Ethiopia should target less educated segments of the population including
women, who have higher HIV prevalence and lower educational attainment than men.
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